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Re-port of fatal ro f-fan accident in th.� cj,pandoned-Half Mountain 
Coal Company, Carver, Mag ffin Co"nty 1 Kentucky, on 
Jan ary .., 8, 196 

Lewis Mullins, who was trespassing and obtaining coal from an abandoned drift 
opening about 30 feet inby the portal for fatnily use, was killed insftantly by a 
fall of roof about 2: 00 p. m., Monday, Jan4-ary 28, 1963. Mullins wais 24 years 
old, single, and had about 2 years mining �xperience. The Bureau of Mines 
learned of the --accident February 28, 1963, whHe making a reut-ine mine-
inspection in the area, and the investigation was made March 4, 1963. 

The mine which ip about 2 mil s south of Carver, Kentucky, was opened by 
drifts in the Hazard No. 7 coal bed, which averaged 7 inches in thickness. 
The mine was abandoned in the early part of � 940, and the drifts were covered 
with earth slides as a result of erosion. The accident occurred along the rib 
of an entry about 30 feet inby fthe portal. The immediate r of was massive 
sandstone with numer us hill seams resent. Artificial roof su port was not 
being used. The entry had been driven about 14 feet wide. The coal was dug 
off the solid by pick a11.d tr-a."Isport d--t- · t ··surfac · by ·whe-e-lha:rrow. 

Information for this report was obtained fr m the victim I s father, Roscoe 
Mullins,, who was working with the victim at the time of the accident. 

The victim started mining coal from the opening in October 1962, and his 
father stated that the victim usually worked alone. However, on the day of 
the accident, the victim and his f ther entered the mine about 1: 00 p. m. to 
obtain coal for their own use. Ros o'.e Mullins stated that th y had loaded and 
transported three wheelbarrows of c al to the surface and that the victim was 
digging along the rib when the r ck feU and killed him instantly. The victim I s 
father summoned local itiz .ns, nd the b dy was removed from under the 
rock shortly thereafter. The rock that fell was 5 fe t wide, 12 feet lo�� and ··.11iJ.

34 inches thick. tiJl,)HA LIB .AKV ' 
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The-District Inspector of Kentucky Department of Mines and Minerals had 
posted 11Danger 11 s-igns-at the mine openings. 

Attachment - sketch 

Respectfully submitted, 

/ s/ R. B. Jones 

R. B. Jones 
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HALF MOUNTAIN COAL COMPANY' 
CARVER, MAGOFFIN COUNTY, KENTUCKY 

January 28, 1963 

Scale 1 "e 5 1 -.0 11• 
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